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Outwitting the Deer 
Over the next few weeks we plan to spend some of our Thursday morning gardening time evaluating each 
garden.  Last week we gave some thought to improving the Hillside Garden.  Top priority was to keep the deer 
from walking through the garden where they step on and nibble at plants on their way to eating the hostas!  We 
realized that our spraying of foul smelling repellents was too infrequent; that fencing in this very large garden 
was not feasible; and that we were not going to get the deer to give up one of their favorite foods so we decided 
remove the hostas.   Last year we had moved hostas from the unfenced Ralph Snodsmith Perennial Garden to 
the fenced Old Cutting Garden where they grew, uneaten, to full size.  The Old Cutting Garden was originally 
designed as a garden for sun loving annuals grown to cut and bring indoors but now is too shady due to the 
growth of the nearby trees.  The fence around it is a bit over five feet high, which deer can jump, but since the 
garden is only about twelve feet wide, the deer avoid jumping into such a confined space. We will continue to 
spray repellent in the Hillside Garden hoping that the smell and the lack of hostas will ‘encourage’ the deer to 
find another grazing route, preferably in the woods!  The Old Cutting Garden should probably be renamed, 
perhaps ‘No Hostas for you today, Deer’ Garden. 
 

Enjoying the Garden in the Fall 
Fall seemed to come a little fast this year without a truly long hot summer.  When the annuals were finally 
beginning to thrive the days were turning ‘autumnal’. This is a very colorful time in the garden despite the 
obvious slowing down of growth, setting of seed, and dying back as plants prepare for the winter.  The foliage is 
changing not only in the trees but also in the shrubs, ornamental grasses and herbaceous perennials.  As we work 
in the garden weeding, moving plants to better locations, and planning for next year we have been enjoying the 
fall color display! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
   

         
                     
 
 
 
Photos and article courtesy of Donna De Sousa, Suffern Master Gardener 

Itea virginica ‘Henry’s Garnet’  (Virginia 
Sweetspire) in front of   Panicum virgatum 
‘Dallas Blue’ (Blue Switch Grass) 

Hydrangea anomala 
subsp petiolaris 
Climbing Hydrangea 

Helianthus ‘Lemon Queen’ 
Perennial Sunflower 
 


